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LOGAL HEALTH AUTHORITIES ANALYTICAL COMMITTEE




LOCAL HEALTH AUTHORITIES ANALYTICAL COMMITTEE

MINUTES

	ITEM
	DESCRIPTION
	COMMITTEE TO (Note, Confirm, Decide) 
	RESP:

	
	Minutes of the meeting of the LHAAC held on Monday 14 August 2017 commencing at 1000 at the LHAAC offices, ECU Campus, Joondalup
	
	

	1.0
	Welcome and Apologies

	1.1
	Opening and Welcome:

Chairman Rob Boardman opened the meeting formally at 10.10 and welcomed attendees to the meeting.  
	
	

	1.2
	Attendance & Apologies:

Attendees:
Rob Boardman (Chairman)  – Metro LGAs (left 1025)
Phill Oorjitham – City of Cockburn (Metro LGAs)

Joseph Zappavigna – City of Fremantle  

Greg Ducas – City of Stirling

David Wilson – City of Joondalup (Metro LGAs) 

Jason Jenke – City of South Perth 

Belinda Rowland (Non Metro LGAs)

Trevor Chapman -LHAAC Coordinator

Kim Unwin, Department of Health

Apologies:

Graeme Blakey – City of Melville

NOTE: Ms Rowlands attended by exercising the clause in the Public Health (Consequential Provisions) Bill 2014 Section 247BA (4)

	Term

Apr 15 – Apr 18
Apr 15 – Apr 18

Statutory

Statutory

Jan 17 – Jan 20

Statutory

Jun 14 – Jun 17

Officer

Ex Officio

Statutory
	

	2.0
	Minutes of the Meeting Held 19 June 2017 

	2.1
	MOTION: (Jenke/Oorjitham)
The Minutes of the Meeting held 19 June 2017 be adopted as a true and correct record.
	Carried Unanimously

7-0
	


	2.2
	Matters Arising 

None
	
	


	7.1
	LHAAC Coordinator Contract Renewal
In light of the fact that Robert Boardman had to leave the meeting early to attend urgent family business, it was requested that this item be brought forward on the agenda.

MOTION: (Ducas/Rowland)

Item 7.1 be brought forward on the agenda to follow Item 2.2

NOTE: Trevor Chapman and Kim Unwin both departed the room at this point to allow a confidential discussion(Dep. 10.13h)  
Mr Boardman introduced confidential Attachment 7.1, previously circulated to members on 9 August 2017. Some brief discussion followed before the following motion was put to the Committee:

MOTION: (Rowland/Jenke)

That the Local Health Authorities Analytical Committee:
1. FORM a Sub Committee consisting of the LHAAC Chairman, Robert Boardman, and two other members of LHAAC, David Wilson and Phil Oorjitham, chaired by Robert Boardman, to discuss the possibility of the parties entering into a new Contract for a further term;

2. DELEGATE authority to the Sub Committee to negotiate the terms and conditions of the Contract of Employment, including seeking any necessary legal or industrial relations advice;

3. INVITE the current Coordinator, Trevor Chapman, to discuss the possibility of the parties entering into a new Contract for a further term; and

4. REQUEST the Sub Committee report back to the LHAAC no later than 11 December 2017 with the intent of finalising those discussions and providing a recommendation.

NOTE:

Mr Boardman left the meeting at this stage (10:25) and the Committee nominated Bindy Rowland to assume the role of Chairman for the remainder of the meeting. Trevor Chapman and Kim Unwin re-entered the room to re-join the meeting (10.25 h).

MOTION: (Oorjitham/Ducas):

Bindy Rowland take over the role of Chairman for the remainder of the meeting.


	Carried Unanimously
7-0
Carried Unanimously
7-0

Carried Unanimously
6-0
	

	
	PARTNERSHIPS

	3.1
	Report by Department of Health (Kim Unwin)

Kim Unwin updated the Committee on a number of current activities involving the Department of Health (D of H):
WAFMP - Microbiological Survey of High Risk RTE Foods (Small Goods and Dairy)
· There have been a few delays regarding resourcing of pH and water activity equipment by Path West.

· The 2017-18 funding agreement between PathWest and Public Health did not cover costs for these services, therefore DoH will not be able to include pH and water activity testing for this survey, this year.

· If pH and water activity testing is required for legal sampling, this will still be available by other laboratories including ChemCentre.

· The survey plan will be revised accordingly and will be made available to LG shortly.

· The survey plan will include instructions for follow up activities to assist LG.  For this survey, LG will only be requested to follow up on smallgoods samples, as DoH will take follow up actions on dairy samples. 

WAFMP - Chemical Residue Survey

· Likely to be the last one undertaken by D o H due to financial and staff resource issues.
· Last few studies have shown industry is doing an effective job in self-monitoring and recent studies have identified very few problems.

· Greg Ducas questioned whether the sector has adequate resources to tackle this major issues in the present climate of resource reduction.

· The outline instructions for the Chemical Residue Survey should be completed in the next two weeks.

· Any Packing Sheds registered as a food business should be included in this next survey as well as Distribution Centres

National Surveillance and Monitoring Group/Fermented Drinks

· Minutes circulated largely due to focus on Kombucha/Fermented Drinks

· There is concern about follow up actions (knowledge, resources, enforcement etc.)

· Compliance Issues need to be agreed

· Lack of information by manufacturers is also an issue. 

· Authorised officers require more resources to adequately assess small food businesses manufacturing fermented beverages.

· Victoria are to develop Outline Survey Plan for all jurisdictions to consider

· D of H would support a national survey on fermented drinks

ANZ Ministerial Forum on Food Regulations

· The Australian and New Zealand Food Regulation System priorities for 2017-2021 are:

· To reduce foodborne illness, particularly related to Campylobacter and Salmonella, with a nationally consistent response.

· To support the public health objectives to reduce chronic disease related to overweight and obesity.

· To maintain a strong, robust and agile food regulation system that gives confidence to consumers that their food is safe.

· The Public Health Division is committed to these objectives.
	For Information
	

	4.0
	SCIENCE BASED SCHEME

	4.1
	Update from LHAAC Coordinator
TC reported that sampling activity and spending for 2016/17 was almost identical to the previous year. The major difference was the final CSP for the year (CSP20) which received massive support from Local Governments in Western Australia, resulting in 301 submitted samples. Due to these all occurring between mid-May and mid-June 2017, and to a level not anticipated for this project, ChemCentre were given until 31 July 2017 to complete the reporting of these sample submissions.

Kim Unwin reported that she had received several enquiries from Local Governments seeking advice on follow-up actions. After some brief discussion LHAAC and the Department (via Kim Unwin) suggested:
· A review of the procedure for the CSP Follow Up, acknowledging each CSP may differ;
· That the review should look at providing guidance on identifying non-compliance and what follow up actions are required, including when to provide information to the home jurisdiction health authority.

· Due to reduced resources at the DoH, LGAs may be required to provide non-compliance information directly to the home jurisdiction, with a copy provided to DoH for information.  

Whilst reporting and invoicing of these samples will not occur until 2017/18 financial year, the spending will be recorded against 2016/17 expenditure for participating Local Governments.

After a slight delay in the Tender Evaluation process respondents and Western Australian Local Governments were advised at the end of July that Agrifood Technology and Analytical Reference Laboratory were the two successful analysts appointed to the Panel for the Provision of Analytical Services to LHAAC. The contract effectively commenced on Monday 31 July 2017.
	For Information

For Action: TC/KU


	

	4.2
	Monthly Report by contracted Analysts
Members acknowledged receipt of Agrifood and ChemCentre reports for June and July 2017. Brief discussion followed.
	For Information
	

	4.3
	The Sampling Sub Group

CSP 20 had been a very well supported CSP and a great deal of effort had been put into this project by members of Sampling Sub Group, ChemCentre staff and Local Government supporters of the project. A detailed summary of the CSP results will be provided to LHAAC members shortly.
Trevor and David Wilson (the Sampling Sub Group currently) are to meet on Thursday 17 August to consider CSP projects for 2017/18 and to review the implementation of the new contract and identify any actions required.


	For Information and Noting

	

	5.0
	LEADERSHIP 

	5.1
	LHAAC Coordinator Report

The Coordinator spoke to his report (Attachment 5.1.1) and expanded on some items. 

	For Information

	

	5.2
	LHAAC Membership
The three current vacancies (2 non-metro and one metro) were advertised again closing on Monday 14 August 2017.  No nominations were received.

If after two nomination and selection processes no nominations are received, the WALGA President has the authority to make a nomination to the WALGA State Council. This process has now been endorsed and nominations from the President will be made at the State Council meeting of 8 September 2017. LHAAC await the outcome.


	For Information

FOR ACTION: TC
	

	5.3
	LHAAC Contract Tender

As briefly mentioned in Item 4.1 the tender process for the Provision of Analytical Services to LHAAC is now completed. The contract was awarded on a panel arrangement to two Analysts, Agrifood Technology and Analytical Reference Laboratory. The successful respondents have been advised and the new contract was implemented effective 31 July 2017. The Contract runs initially for three years to 30 June 2020 with two one-year options to extend (maximum five years).
Local Governments have been contacted and the fundamentals of the new contract outlined to them. The Coordinator has also provided relevant contact information and sample submission procedures for the two appointed analysts to all LGAs.

	
	


	6.0
	FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY

	6.1
	Accounts Passed for Payment since the last meeting (Attachment 6.1)
MOTION: (Oorjitham/Wilson)
That the accounts listed in Attachment 6.1 in the sum of $94,882.33 are acknowledged as paid.
	Carried Unanimously

6-0


	

	6.2
	Daily Operating Account Summary (Attachment 6.2)

MOTION: (Oorjitham/Wilson)

The Daily Operating Account Summary is received and noted.
	Carried Unanimously

6-0


	

	6. 3
	Current Investments (Attachment 6.3)
The Coordinator explained that five Term Deposits had to be surrendered just prior to the financial year end to meet anticipated invoices from ChemCentre. Fees for 2017/18 are now flowing in and the Operating Account has a very high balance. Arrangements are currently proceeding to open four new Term Deposits of $50,000 each which will increase our investment base again and result in a more acceptable Operating Account balance.

MOTION: (Oorjitham/Wilson)
The report of Current Investments from the Coordinator is received and noted. 
	Carried Unanimously

6-0


	

	7.0
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

	7.1
	LHAAC Coordinator Contract Renewal
Reported after Item 2.2


	
	

	7.2
	Any Other Business 

None.


	
	

	8.0
	Date of Next Meeting

	
	The next meeting will be held on Monday 9 Oct 2017 in Edith Cowan House Boardroom (Blg 20), at ECU Joondalup. Details to be advised. 
	
	

	9.0
	Closure

	
	There being no further business Ms Rowland closed the meeting at 1120. 
	
	


2017 14 August Minutes - LHAAC

